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(Last updated on March 16, 2026. May be slightly revised until the beginning of the quarter, 
without substantial changes.)  

GLOBAL 136 

Contemporary Muslim Political Thought  

(ETHICSOC 103X, HISTORY 283M, POLISCI 136)  

Spring 2026 

 
Course Information 
Abbasi Program in Islamic Studies, SGS  

Units: 3-4 
Cross-listings: ETHICSOC 103X, POLISCI 
136, HISTORY 283M,  

Quarter: Spring 2026 
Primary class meeting times:  

Tuesday, Thursday 3:00 p.m. to 4:20 p.m. 

 
 

Classroom: Encina West 108 

Canvas course website (hyperlinked) 

Short url: tinyurl.com/Global136  
Fulfills WAYS-Social Inquiry requirement 

Major/minor requirements served: Islamic 

Studies entry course 

Prerequisites: none 
 

Instructor Information 
Primary Instructor: Halil Yenigun, Ph.D. 
(he/him) You may call me “Halil” or “Hal” 
in writing and when we talk. 
Email address: yenigun@stanford.edu  

Office: Encina Commons, Suite 124, Room 
D 

Office Phone: 650-736-8169 
Student Hours: Zoom office hours: 
Mondays 1:00-2:00 p.m. Fridays 2:30 to 

3:30 p.m. | 
Zoom Office Hours link (hyperlinked) or 
tinyurl.com/meetHalil  

 

Course Overview/Description 
Welcome to Global 136: Contemporary Muslim Political Thought. This course aims to provide an 
introduction to contemporary Muslim political thought. It presents post-nineteenth century 

Muslim contributions to political thought. It is designed as a survey of some major thinkers that 

sought to interpret Islam's basic sources and Islamic intellectual legacy from the Arab world to 
Iran and Southeast Asia, from Turkey to North America. Our readings include primary texts by 
Tahtawi, Tunisi, Afghani, Rida, Iqbal, Qutb, Maududi, Shariati, and some other current or historical 

figures. We will approach the texts as just other works of political theory rather than a study of 

intellectual history. We will analyze the recurring ideas in this body of thought such as decline, 

civilization, rationality, ijtihad (Islamic independent reasoning), shura (deliberative decision-

making), democracy, secularism, Muslim unity, khilafah (caliphate and vicegerency), freedom, 

http://campus-map.stanford.edu/?srch=Encina+West+108
https://canvas.stanford.edu/courses/225184
https://undergrad.stanford.edu/programs/ways/faculty
mailto:yenigun@stanford.edu
https://stanford.zoom.us/my/yenigun?pwd=e68KWvYHyMwve6BHIa56EsEuYNea3G.1
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equality, and justice. We will discuss their current significance for the ongoing theoretical debates 
in Muslim political thought and comparative political theory. 

 

Detailed Course Overview 
In this seminar, we will engage with the overarching themes of contemporary Muslim political 
thought through the ideas of the Muslim world’s leading thinkers who speak from within Islam on 
ethico-political issues. Thus, we will seek to grasp the general trajectory of “Islamic” political 

thought across several periods and countries. Although we will try to draw an overall picture of a 
wide variety of approaches and currents, our central focus will be on the reform (islah) tradition. 
We will follow a chronological order according to this plan. After a brief glance at the eighteenth-

century reform background, we will start with Tahtawi and cover selected thinkers to the present. 
We will read, discuss, and analyze the primary works of several thinkers from the Arab world to 
Iran and Southeast Asia, and from Turkey to North America. We will explore, for example, how a 

selected thinker grounds certain political positions on themes such as civilization, shura, 
democracy, freedom, gender equality, and social justice, and how these positions are prefigured 
by their deepest bedrock commitments in relation to their ethical affirmations. Having grasped 

the trajectory of these ideas, we will discuss their current significance for ongoing theoretical 
debates in Muslim intellectual history, political thought, and comparative political theory. 

 

Course Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Identify and explain the major concepts, themes, and questions that have preoccupied 

contemporary Muslim political thinkers. 

2. Describe and outline the major trends, debates, and contestations within contemporary 
Muslim political thought. 

3. Analyze primary texts by key thinkers in order to understand how their arguments address 
central ethico-political questions. 

4. Evaluate and critically assess competing interpretations and positions within this 

intellectual tradition. 
5. Develop and articulate original interpretations of key texts and debates in contemporary 

Muslim political thought. 

6. Engage in normative discussions on Muslim politics by grounding arguments in the 

concepts, debates, and texts studied in the course. 

 

Course Materials 
Readings: Most of our required texts* will be selections from a wide variety of books. I will make 

them available both online on Canvas and in the course reserves in Green Library.  
*In case we later find some other texts more relevant to our debates than some of the existing 

ones, we may decide to revise the readings accordingly without changing the workload for you.  

https://searchworks.stanford.edu/reserves
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Coursework and Grading Scheme 
This course will be facilitated through a combination of in-person class meetings and reading 

material posted on Canvas. All readings and assignments will be posted on Canvas. 
Announcements will also be made through the Canvas site, and any questions should be posted 

to the Discussions tab. Homework assignments, project proposals, and papers should be 
submitted via the Canvas Assignments tab. 
This course is worth 3-4 units of credit, which means you may be asked to complete up to 12-16 

hours of work per week, including class time. Between weekly participation in whole-class 
meetings and section meetings, this leaves approximately 9-12 hours of work outside of class that 
you may be asked to do. The class schedule in the last section of the syllabus highlights 

assignments and due dates so that you can plan your work for the quarter accordingly. The table 
below summarizes the kinds of work you will be asked to do and their contributions to your course 
grade, on either grading scheme.  

 

Category % of course letter grade Notes 

Attendance &  
Participation 

15% 

● 2 absence ‘passes’, no questions 

asked  

● Up to 4 additional absences may 
be made up by submitting 

response papers on the readings 
for that session. 

Discussion Questions and 

End-of-Session Short 
Responses (8 times) 

25% 

● Eligible for 2 late “passes” 

● Students must complete at least 
6 our of 8. 

Course Journal 30% 

● Two check-ins during the 

quarter. 

● 3 points (out of 30) will be 
deducted for incomplete 

journals at each periodic check-
in (two times during the 
quarter). 

Final Project 30% 

● All components must be 
submitted on time, or an 
alternative deadline must be 

arranged with Halil at least 5 

days prior to the deadline. 

This is a reading-intensive and writing-intensive seminar. On a weekly basis, you will attend two 

class meetings, complete the required readings, write your journal entry, and at times submit 
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short response assignments. You will also complete substantive and systematic outside reading, 
research, and writing under the direction of the instructor if you wish to write a research paper. 

 

Discussion Questions and End-of-Session Short Responses (25%) 
Prior to 8 sessions, I will send you discussion question(s). After each of those sessions, you will 

have until the end of the following day to submit your short responses. You may integrate these 
responses into your journal to expand on them, but you may not simply copy and paste them. 
You may choose to submit responses a minimum of 6 and a maximum of 10 times. The highest 

8 responses will be counted toward your final grade. 
 
Course Journal (30%) 

Each of you will keep a course journal for this class. This will be an e-journal that you will maintain 
on Google Drive. I will conduct periodic check-ins (twice, in the 4th week on April 21 and 8th 

week on May 22, before the final submission) to see whether you are keeping up to date with your 

journal entries. During these periodic check-ins, I will provide feedback but will not grade your 
journals. However, you will lose 3 points out of 30 if your journal contains missing or 
substantially incomplete entries. 

Ideally, after each session, and at the very least after each week, you will complete journal entries 

that include the date, a title of your choice, and 3–5 keywords. Entries will be at least 125 words 
each. 

This assignment is designed to encourage you to reflect on what and how you are learning and to 
promote retention and synthesis of the course material. Your journal should contain your 
observations and comments on the readings, the topics we discuss in class, your key takeaways, 

and how you relate them to broader issues in our lives and in the world. You may develop your 

narrative around the discussion questions I will send before some sessions (more on that below). 
More information about this assignment will be provided both during class sessions and on a 

guidelines sheet. 
 
Final Evaluation (30%) 

Instead of a final exam, you will complete a final paper, which will take the form of either a long 
reflection paper or a research paper. 
Students taking the course for 3 units will write an 8–12 page reflection paper. This paper should 

synthesize key themes, debates, and thinkers discussed in the course. You may focus on a central 
question, concept, or debate and critically reflect on how different thinkers address it. 

Students taking the course for 4 units will write a 15–25 page research paper. This paper may 

develop a theoretical or historical argument related to the themes of the course. You may discuss 
and analyze a thinker, theme, or debate not extensively covered in class, addressing a clear 
normative problem in their thought, or expand upon ideas discussed during the seminar through 

independent research. Comparative works on different thinkers from different geographies and 

traditions are also welcome. Below in our course schedule, I have included a fairly detailed 
supplemental reading list for each week for your reference, so that you may consult relevant 

works related to that week’s theme or thinker. 
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More detailed guidelines for the final paper will be provided in class and in a separate paper 
guidelines sheet. 

You will submit your final papers online through Canvas. Email submissions will not be accepted. 

You will upload your assignments to the Canvas page under “Assignments.” Submissions will be 
due by 11:59 p.m. on Wednesday, June 10, which is the designated final day of the exam period. 

You will submit a paper project description (2 out of 30 points) April 30, and a paper proposal that 
includes a tentative bibliography (8 points) by May 13 in order to receive feedback before 
submitting the final version of your paper. While I am not able to read rough drafts or edit your 

paper, we will have ample opportunity to discuss your project during these early stages. 

 

Course Policies 
Course Policies for In-Person Instruction 

Stanford is committed to the highest quality education, and my first priority as your professor is 

to uphold your educational experience. I will follow the syllabus as written, including during 
disruptions such as public health emergencies, natural disasters, or protests, though extenuating 
circumstances may require adjustments. If changes become necessary, I will communicate them 

clearly and promptly. 

All live instruction and participation in this course will be in person. Because class time will be 
highly interactive, there will be limited lecturing and generally no recordings. At times, however, 

circumstances may prevent you, your peers, or me from attending class; in light of this, please: 

• Skip class/section if you are feeling unwell. 
• Review class notes if a peer shares them. 

• Complete any asynchronous assignments on Canvas for missed sessions. 
• Attend Zoom office hours to ask questions and catch up. 
• Your lowest short response grade will be dropped. 

• You may miss up to 2 classes and 2 short responses without penalty. 
• If medical reasons require you to miss more than six days, I will arrange an alternative plan 

to complete the coursework. 

We want you to learn and enjoy this course as much as possible and are committed to supporting 

your success. Please reach out to me or your Academic Advisor if you have concerns or questions 
so we can work together to address them. 

 
Presence and Participation 

Thinking through difficult issues is most productive, and often most enjoyable, when done 

together. For this reason, attendance and participation are important for this course. 

https://advising.stanford.edu/
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• You may miss 2 classes with no questions asked. 
• Up to 4 additional absences may be made up by submitting response papers on the 

readings for those sessions. 

• Even if an absence is excused, any work due that day is still subject to the policies below. 
• If you anticipate ongoing challenges attending class or submitting work on time, please 

let me know as soon as possible. 

 

Deadlines and Late Submissions 

Assignment deadlines are listed in the course schedule, along with estimated completion times, 
to help you plan and balance your work. Even with the best planning, however, unexpected things 
can happen. 

• You have two passes to submit short responses up to 48 hours late. 
• After that, the grade for a short response or final paper decreases by one-third of a letter 

grade for every 24 hours it is late (e.g., A- to B+). 

 

The Honor Code 

Class meetings and sections in this course will be highly interactive, and you will hear many ideas 

from your peers. While discussion and collaboration during class activities are encouraged, you 

will be evaluated individually and are expected to cite sources and individuals from whom you 
have learned or borrowed. 

• Collaboration during class activities and some assignments is encouraged, with 
collaborators and their contributions cited in submissions. 

• Short responses, journals, and the final paper must be completed independently to 

demonstrate your understanding of the course material. Conversations about short-
response questions are not permitted. 

• All work must follow Stanford’s Honor Code, which prohibits academic dishonesty, 

including unpermitted collaboration and presenting others’ work as your own. 
• Please review Stanford’s Honor Code and the documentation and citation resources from 

the Hume Center for Writing and Speaking. If you are unsure about expectations, contact 

your section leader. 

 
Course Policies for Use of Generative AI 

https://communitystandards.stanford.edu/policies-guidance/honor-code
https://undergrad.stanford.edu/tutoring-support/hume-center/resources/student-resources/documentation-and-citation-resources-writers
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AI tools can sometimes help generate ideas or feedback, but practicing skills and synthesizing 
ideas on your own remains essential to the learning process. Being mindful about when and how 

to use these tools will help us navigate their role in the classroom and beyond. 

• In this course, AI tools may be used as learning aids where appropriate and when 
consistent with course goals, such as evaluating arguments and supporting claims with 

evidence. 
• At the beginning of the course, we will co-create a class agreement on the use of AI tools 

to ensure equal access, clarity about their benefits and limitations, and understanding of 

appropriate use and citation. 

This agreement will follow guidance from the Stanford Honor Code and the Board of Judicial 
Affairs, which notes that use of generative AI to “substantially complete” an assignment or exam 

by entering the prompt and submitting the output as one’s own work is not permitted. 

 
Extended Absences 

Despite our precautions, illness or caregiving responsibilities may require an extended absence 
during the quarter. 

• If an extended absence occurs before 70% of coursework is completed, students may 

consider Withdrawing from the course or arranging a plan to complete coursework later 
in the quarter. Students should contact the Office of Accessible Education and speak with 
their section leader or instructor as soon as possible. 

• If an extended absence occurs after at least 70% of coursework is completed with a 
passing grade, students may request an Incomplete. 

• An Incomplete does not award credit and may affect unit load, academic progress, 

graduation, NCAA or Veteran’s certifications, and financial aid. Students should speak with 
me to discuss options. 

 

Late Homework Policy 

All five assignment due dates are posted on Canvas to help you plan. Please double-check the due 

dates and times. 

• You have 2 late-day passes for short responses, allowing you to submit 2 of the 8 responses 
late with no penalty. 

• After one week past the deadline for a response, the late-submission policies will apply. 

 

Course Privacy Statement 

https://communitystandards.stanford.edu/generative-ai-policy-guidance
https://communitystandards.stanford.edu/generative-ai-policy-guidance
https://oae.stanford.edu/students
https://studentservices.stanford.edu/my-academics/evaluations-exams-grades/grades/general-university-grading-system#incomplete-grades
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As noted in the university’s recording and broadcasting courses policy, students may not audio 
or video record class meetings without permission from the instructor (and guest speakers, when 

applicable). 

• If permission is granted or recordings are posted by the instructor, they may be used only 
for personal study and may not be shared or posted online. 

• These policies protect the privacy of instructors and students, as well as the university’s 
intellectual property rights. 

• Students who need lecture recordings as an academic accommodation should contact the 

Office of Accessible Education. 

 

Academic Accommodations 
Stanford is committed to providing equal educational opportunities for disabled students. 
Disabled students are a valued and essential part of the Stanford community. We welcome you to 

our class. 
If you experience disability, please register with the Office of Accessible Education (OAE). 
Professional staff will evaluate your needs, support appropriate and reasonable 

accommodations, and prepare an Academic Accommodation Letter for faculty. To get started, or 
to re-initiate services, please visit oae.stanford.edu. 
If you already have an Academic Accommodation Letter, we invite you to share your letter with 

us. Academic Accommodation Letters should be shared at the earliest possible opportunity so we 
may partner with you and OAE to identify any barriers to access and inclusion that might be 

encountered in your experience of this course. 

Other academic accommodations and support: 

• Student-athletes who anticipate conflicts with participation or assignment deadlines 
should speak with me as early as possible to discuss available options. 

• Neurodivergent students, including those with documented or self-identified ADHD, 

autism, learning disabilities, or other mental or physical health conditions, may also seek 
support through the Center for Teaching and Learning’s neurodiversity-focused programs 

and resources. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

https://bulletin.stanford.edu/academic-polices/courses/recording-lectures
https://oae.stanford.edu/students
http://oae.stanford.edu/
https://studentlearning.stanford.edu/neurodiversity
https://studentlearning.stanford.edu/neurodiversity
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Course Schedule 
Adjustments to the schedule may be made with fair notice and will be communicated through 

updates and announcements on Canvas. 

Wee
k 

Sessi
on 

Date Topics, Assignments, Deadlines for the Quarter 

1  03/30 M First day of quarter; instruction begins 

1 1 03/31 T 

Course Introduction 
Optional Reading: Yenigun, Halil Ibrahim. "Religious Traditions in Politics: 

Islam, Sunni, and Shi'a." Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Politics. 2019. 
https://oxfordre.com/politics/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228637.001.00
01/acrefore-9780190228637-e-1746. 

 

1 2 04/02 R 

Basic Concepts and the 18th Century Background  
Hourani, Albert. "The Islamic State," In Arabic Thought in the Liberal Age, 

1798–1939, 1–24. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1983. (Full text 
available at: https://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-
idx?c=acls;idno=heb00896)  

Voll, John Obert. “Renewal and Reform in Islamic History.” In Voices of 
Resurgent Islam, edited by John L. Esposito, 32–47. New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1983. 

Dallal, Ahmad. “The Origins and Objectives of Islamic Revivalist Thought, 
1750-1850.” Journal of the American Oriental Society 113, no. 3 (1993): 341–

59. 

Dallal, Ahmad S. Islam without Europe: Traditions of Reform in Eighteenth-
Century Islamic Thought. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 
2018. (Selections) 

Supplemental Readings 

Voll, John O. “Hadith Scholars and Tariqahs: An Ulama Group in the 18th 
Century Haramayu and Their Impact in the Islamic World.” Journal of Asian 

and African Studies 15, nos. 3–4 (1980): 264–72. 
Levtzion, Nehemia, and John Obert Voll, eds. Eighteenth-Century Renewal 
and Reform in Islam. Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press, 1987. 

Enayat, Hamid. Modern Islamic Political Thought. Kuala Lumpur: Islamic 

Book Trust, 2001. 
Dallal, Ahmad. “Appropriating the Past: Twentieth-Century Reconstruction 

of Pre-Modern Islamic Thought.” Islamic Law and Society 7, no. 3 (2000): 325–
58. 
Rahman, Fazlur. “Islamic Modernism: Its Scope, Method and Alternatives.” 

International Journal of Middle East Studies 1, no. 4 (1970): 317–33. 

https://oxfordre.com/politics/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228637.001.0001/acrefore-9780190228637-e-1746
https://oxfordre.com/politics/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228637.001.0001/acrefore-9780190228637-e-1746
https://www.fulcrum.org/epubs_download_interval/ng451k789?chapter_index=3&locale=en&title=1.+The+Islamic+State+%28page+1%29
https://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=acls;idno=heb00896
https://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=acls;idno=heb00896
https://www.jstor.org/stable/605385
https://www.jstor.org/stable/605385
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Wee

k 

Sessi

on 
Date Topics, Assignments, Deadlines for the Quarter 

Voll, John O. “Muhammad Hayya al-Sindi and Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-

Wahhab: An Analysis of an Intellectual Group in Eighteenth-Century Madina.” 
Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies 38, no. 1 (1975): 32–39. 
Ahmad, Aziz. “Political and Religious Ideas of Shah Wali-Ullah of Delhi.” 

Muslim World 52, no. 1 (1962): 22–30. 

al-Dihlawi, Wali Allah, and Marcia K. Hermansen. The Conclusive Argument 
from God (Hujjat Allah al-Baligha). Leiden: Brill, 1996. 

Haykel, Bernard. Revival and Reform in Islam: The Legacy of Muhammad al-
Shawkani. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003. 
Ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab, Muhammad. Kitab al-Tawhid. Riyadh: Dar-us-Salam 

Publications, 1996. 

Rahman, Fazlur. Selected Letters of Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi. Karachi: Iqbal 
Academy, 1968. 

Ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab, Muhammad, and Isma‘il R. Faruqi. Three Essays on Tawhid. 
Philadelphia: North American Trust Publications, 1979. 

2 3-4 
04/07 T-

04/09 R 

Early Nahda Reform 
Ṭahṭāwī, Rifaʿa Rafiʿ al-, and Daniel L. Newman. An Imam in Paris: Account of 
a Stay in France by an Egyptian Cleric (1826–1831). London: Saqi Books, 

2004.  
French Government” section, pp. 196–98 [to the last paragraph] and 208–13. 
You may skim the table of contents to get a sense of the book and the rest of 

the scanned chapter without going into detail.) 
Tūnisī, Khayr al-Dīn, and Leon Carl Brown. The Surest Path: The Political 
Treatise of a Nineteenth-Century Muslim Statesman; A Translation of the 

Introduction to The Surest Path to Knowledge Concerning the Condition of 
Countries. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1967.  

(Read pp. 71–97; 123–37; 160–65 [first paragraph]. Read p. 170; skim pp. 171–

76 if you have time; otherwise skip and read p. 178.) 
al-Tahtawi, Rifa‘a Rafi‘. "The Extraction of Gold, or an Overview of Paris and 
The Honest Guide for Girls and Boys." In Modernist Islam, 1840-1940: A 

Sourcebook. New York: Oxford University Press, 2002. (“A Discourse on the 

Homeland” and the rest of that excerpt, pp. 33–39.) 
 

Supplemental Readings 
Hourani, Albert. Arabic Thought in the Liberal Age, 1798–1939. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1983. (You may read its chapters as a major 

reference for the subsequent weeks as well.) 
Ibn Abi al-Diyaf, Ahmad, and L. Carl Brown. Consult Them in the Matter: A 

Nineteenth-Century Islamic Argument for Constitutional Government: The 

https://www.emaanlibrary.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/the-three-essays-on-tawheed-ibn-wahhab.pdf
https://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780195154672.001.0001/acref-9780195154672-chapter-1
https://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780195154672.001.0001/acref-9780195154672-chapter-1
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Wee

k 

Sessi

on 
Date Topics, Assignments, Deadlines for the Quarter 

Muqaddima (Introduction) to Ithaf Ahl al-Zaman bi Akhbar Muluk Tunis wa 

Ahd al-Aman (Presenting Contemporaries the History of the Rulers of Tunis 
and the Fundamental Pact). Fayetteville: University of Arkansas Press, 2005. 

3 5-6 
04/14 T-

04/16 R 

Afghani’s Synthesis and the Emergence of the Proto-

Islamist Ideology 
Keddie, Nikki. An Islamic Response to Imperialism: Political and Religious 

Writings of Sayyid Jamal ad-Din al-Afghani. Berkeley: University of California 
Press, 1983. 
Selections: 

“Commentary on the Commentator,” pp. 123–29. 

“The Truth About the Neicheri Sect,” pp. 130–31, 140–47, 167–74 (must 
read). 

“Afghani on the Decline of Islam,” pp. 122–25. 
“Afghani on Despotic Government,” pp. 19–27 (must read). 
Kenny, L. M. "Al-Afghani on Types of Despotic Government." Journal of the 

American Oriental Society 86, no. 1 (1966): 19–27. 
Abduh, Muhammad. The Theology of Unity. London: Allen & Unwin, 1966. 
(Selections: pp. 31–32 [bottom to mid-page]; 37–40; 124–28 [last two 

paragraphs of p. 124 to 128, must read]; 149–54 [must read].) 
Abduh, Muhammad. “Necessity of Reform.” In Modernist and Fundamentalist 

Debates in Islam: A Reader, edited by Mansoor Moaddel and Kamran Talattof, 

45–50. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2002. 
 
Supplemental Readings: 

Ahmad, Aziz. “Sayyid Ahmad Khan, Jamal al-Din al-Afghani, and Muslim 

India.” Studia Islamica 13 (1960): 55–78. 
Hamidullah, Muhammad. “Ernest Renan and Jamal al-Din Afghani.” Islamic 

Review (May–June 1958): 34–35. 
Keddie, Nikki. “Culture, Traits, Fantasy, and Reality in the Life of Sayyid 

Jamal al-Din al-Afghani.” Iranian Studies 9, nos. 2–3 (1976): 89–120. 

Keddie, Nikki. Sayyid Jamal ad-Din al-Afghani: A Political Biography. 
Berkeley: University of California Press, 1972. 

Kohn, Margaret. “Afghānī on Empire, Islam, and Civilization.” Political Theory 
37, no. 3 (2009): 398–422. 
May, Lini S. The Evolution of Indo-Muslim Thought from 1857 to the Present. 

New Delhi: Uppal Publishing House, 1987. 

Sedgwick, Mark. Muhammad Abduh. Makers of the Muslim World. Oxford: 

Oneworld, 2010. 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/597867


Global 136 Contemporary Muslim Political Thought [Course Syllabus] | Halil Yenigun  
 Page 12 

of 23 

Wee

k 

Sessi

on 
Date Topics, Assignments, Deadlines for the Quarter 

Sharabi, Hisham. Arab Intellectuals and the West: The Formative Years, 1875–

1914. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1981. 
Troll, Christian W. Sayyid Ahmad Khan: A Reinterpretation of Muslim Theology. 
New Delhi: Vikas Publishing House, 1978. 

Arslan, Amir Shakib. Our Decline: Its Causes and Remedies. Kuala Lumpur: 

Islamic Book Trust, 2004. 

3  04/17 F 
5 p.m Final Study List deadline Last day to add or drop a class; last day to 

adjust units on a variable-unit course. 

4  04/21 T COURSE JOURNAL FIRST CHECK-IN 

4 7 04/21 T 

Young Ottomans, Young Turks, and Early Turkish Islamism  

Suavi, Ali. “Democracy: Government by the People, Equality.” In Kurzman, 
Modernist Islam, 138–43. 
Kemal, Namık. “And Seek Their Counsel in the Matter [Qur’an, Sura 3, Verse 

159].” In Kurzman, Modernist Islam, 144–48. 
Kemal, Namık. “Homeland, or Silistre.” (pp. 488–93, skip the introductory 

material.) 
Kazım, Musa. “The Principle of Consultation and Liberty in Islam and Reform 
and Review of Religious Writings.” In Kurzman, Modernist Islam, 175–80. 

Akçura, Yusuf. “Three Types of Policies.” (Selections: pp. 222–26, skip the 
introductory material.) 
Pasha, Prince Said Halim. "The Reform of Muslim Society." Islamic Studies 

(2008): 379–404.  
 
Supplemental Readings: 

Kemal, Namık, and Nejmi Sagib Bodamialisade. Ode to Liberty. Nicosia: 
Shakespeare School, 1946. 

Mardin, Şerif. The Genesis of Young Ottoman Thought: A Study in the 

Modernization of Turkish Political Ideas. Princeton: Princeton University 
Press, 1962. 
Mardin, Şerif. “Turkish Islamic Exceptionalism Yesterday and Today: 

Continuity, Rupture and Reconstruction in Operational Codes.” Turkish 

Studies 6, no. 2 (2005): 145–65. 
Seyhun, Ahmet. Said Halim Pasha: Ottoman Statesman and Islamist Thinker 

(1865–1921). Istanbul: Isis Press, 2003. 

4-5 8-9 
04/23 R-

04/28 T 

The Caliphate Debate and the Interwar Period 
ʿAbd al-Rāziq, ʿAli, and Abdou Filali-Ansary. Islam and the Foundations of 

Political Power. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2010. (Chapter 2, pp. 

35–41; chapter 3, pp. 43–56.) 

https://studentservices.stanford.edu/my-academics/enroll-classes/when-do-i-enroll/enrollment-dates-deadlines#Final
https://www.jstor.org/stable/20839132
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Rida, Rashid. Al-Khilafa aw al-Imama al-ʿUzma [The Caliphate or the Greatest 

Leadership]. Cairo: Matbaʿat al-Manar, 1922. (Selections from draft 
translation: pp. 2–6, 41–45, 53–63 [heading 17 begins on p. 53], 70–74, 80–86 
[optional], 120–21 [optional].) 

Supplemental Readings: 

Kerr, Malcolm Hooper. Islamic Reform: The Political and Legal Theories of 
Muhammad ʿAbduh and Rashid Rida. Berkeley: University of California Press; 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1966. 
Haddad, Mahmoud. "Arab Religious Nationalism in the Colonial Era: Rereading Rashīd 

Riḍā's Ideas on the Caliphate." Journal of the American Oriental Society 117, no. 2 

(1997): 253–77. 

Toynbee, Arnold Joseph. The Islamic World Since the Peace Settlement. 
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1927. 

Tauber, Eliezer. “Three Approaches, One Idea: Religion and State in the 
Thought of ʿAbd al-Rahman al-Kawakibi, Najib ʿAzuri, and Rashid Rida.” 
British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies 21, no. 2 (1994): 190–98. 

Willis, Justin. “Debating the Caliphate: Islam and Nation in the Work of 
Rashid Rida and Abul Kalam Azad.” International History Review 32, no. 4 
(2010): 711–32. 

Krämer, Gudrun. Hasan al-Banna. Makers of the Muslim World. Oxford: 
Oneworld, 2010. 

5 10 4/30 R PAPER PROJECT DESCRIPTION DUE 

5 10 4/30 R 

Interwar Transition to Islamism 
Iqbal, Muhammad. The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam. London: 

Oxford University Press, 1934. (Chapter 7, “The Principle of Movement in the 
Structure of Islam,” pp. 116–42.) 

Banna, Hasan al-, and Charles Wendell. Five Tracts of Hasan al-Banna (1906–

1949): A Selection from the Majmuʿat Rasaʾil al-Imam al-Shahid Hasan al-
Banna. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1978. (pp. 17–35, 46–59.) 
Banna, Hasan al-. Memoirs of Hasan al-Banna Shaheed. 1st ed. Karachi: 

International Islamic Publishers, 1981. (These are very quick readings since 

they are memoirs; you may skim them or even skip them. They are mainly to 
give a sense of the context.) pp. 74–78, 82, 84–85, 109–12, 126–28, 140–44, 

151–52 (optional), 160–67, 189–93, 195–96 (optional), 198–201 (optional), 
204–11 (optional). 
 

Supplemental Readings 
Azad, Abul Kalam. Basic Concepts of the Qurʾan. Hyderabad: Academy of 

Islamic Studies, 1958. 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/605489
https://www.jstor.org/stable/605489
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Rahman, Fazlur. “Muslim Modernism in the Indo-Pakistan Sub-Continent.” 

Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies 21, no. 1 (1958): 82–99. 
Iqbal, Muhammad, and S. Y. Hashimy. Islam as an Ethical and Political Ideal: 
Iqbal’s Maiden English Lecture, 1908. 3rd ed. Lahore: Islamic Book Service, 

1988. 

Azad, Abul Kalam. Selected Speeches and Statements, 1940–47. New Delhi: 
Reliance Publishing House, 1990. 

6 11 05/05 T 

The Earlier Debates on Muslim Women 
al-Badiya, Bahithat. "A Lecture in the Club of the Umma Party." In Modernist 

Islam, 1840-1940: A Sourcebook. New York: Oxford University Press, 2002.  

Shaarawi, Huda. 1987. Harem Years: The Memoirs of an Egyptian Feminist, 
1879-1924. The Feminist Press at CUNY. pp. 39-42 (esp.42*), 52-63, 64-66*, 80-

82*, 92-94* (section), 98-100*(section), 113-137 (only quotes from Sharaawi*, 
just skim through the editor’s notes. 131-7 can be read more closely though.) 
Excerpt from Amin, Qasim. The Liberation of Women and the New Woman: 

Two Documents in the History of Egyptian Feminism. Cairo: American 
University in Cairo Press, pp. 163-181. 
Ghazali, Zaynab. 1994. Return of the Pharaoh: Memoir in Nasir's Prison. The 

Islamic Foundation pp. 1-2, 5-14*, 15-18, 25-42**, 60-66, 72-76, 87-91, 125, 
149-50 (salah's), 162-71*, 180-84*, 186-88*).  
 

Supplemental Readings 
al-Maghribi, ‘Abd al-Qadir. "Muhammad and Woman." In Modernist Islam, 1840-
1940: A Sourcebook. New York: Oxford University Press, 2002.  

Sa‘id, Mansurizade. "The Muslim Woman: Polygamy Can Be Prohibited in Islam." In 
Modernist Islam, 1840-1940: A Sourcebook. New York: Oxford University Press, 

2002.  

6 12 
05/07 R 

 

The Islamist Paradigm I: Sayyid Qutb 
Qutb, Sayyid. The Islamic Concept and Its Characteristics. Indianapolis: 

American Trust Publications, 1991, pp. 3–13. 

Qutb, Sayyid. Social Justice in Islam. Rev. ed. Oneonta, NY: Islamic 
Publications International, 2000, pp. 37–60, 113–26. 

Qutb, Sayyid. Milestones. New Delhi: Islamic Book Service, 2002, pp. 3–8. 
Qutb, Sayyid. Islam and Universal Peace. Plainfield, IN: American Trust 
Publications, 1993. 

 

Supplemental Readings: 
Abu-Rabiʿ, Ibrahim M. Intellectual Origins of Islamic Resurgence in the Modern 

Arab World. Albany: State University of New York Press, 1996. 

https://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780195154672.001.0001/acref-9780195154672-chapter-5
https://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780195154672.001.0001/acref-9780195154672-chapter-27.
https://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780195154672.001.0001/acref-9780195154672-chapter-24.
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Asad, Muhammad. The Principles of State and Government in Islam. Berkeley: 

University of California Press, 1961. 
Berman, Paul. “The Philosopher of Islamic Terror.” New York Times 
Magazine, March 23, 2003. 

Binder, Leonard. Islamic Liberalism: A Critique of Development Ideologies. 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1988. 
Calvert, John. Sayyid Qutb and the Origins of Radical Islamism. New York: 

Columbia University Press, 2010. 
Esposito, John L. Voices of Resurgent Islam. New York: Oxford University 
Press, 1983. 

Euben, Roxanne L. Enemy in the Mirror: Islamic Fundamentalism and the 

Limits of Modern Rationalism. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1999. 
Gerges, Fawaz A. Making the Arab World: Nasser, Qutb, and the Clash That 

Shaped the Middle East. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2018. 
Khatab, Sayed. “Hakimiyyah and Jahiliyyah in the Thought of Sayyid Qutb.” 
Middle Eastern Studies 38, no. 3 (2002): 145–70. 

Khatab, Sayed. The Power of Sovereignty: The Political and Ideological 
Philosophy of Sayyid Qutb. London: Routledge, 2006. 
Khatab, Sayed. The Political Thought of Sayyid Qutb: The Theory of 

Jahiliyyah. London: Routledge, 2006. 
March, Andrew F. “Taking People as They Are: Islam as a ‘Realistic Utopia’ in 

the Political Theory of Sayyid Qutb.” American Political Science Review 104, 

no. 1 (2010): 189–207. 
Musallam, Adnan A. From Secularism to Jihad: Sayyid Qutb and the 
Foundations of Radical Islamism. Westport, CT: Praeger, 2005. 

Qutb, Sayyid, John Calvert, and William E. Shepard. A Child from the Village. 

Middle East Literature in Translation. Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University 
Press, 2004. 

Qutb, Sayyid. Islam: The Religion of the Future (al-Mustaqbal li-hadha al-
Din). Kuwait: IIFSO, 1971. 
Qutb, Sayyid. This Religion of Islam (Hadha al-Din). Delhi: Markazi Maktaba 

Islami, 1974. 

Toth, James. Sayyid Qutb: The Life and Legacy of a Radical Islamic 
Intellectual. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013. 

Shepard, William. “The Development of the Thought of Sayyid Qutb as 
Reflected in Earlier and Later Editions of Social Justice in Islam.” Die Welt des 
Islams 32, no. 2 (1992): 196–236. 

Shepard, William. “Sayyid Qutb’s Doctrine of Jahiliyya.” International 
Journal of Middle East Studies 35, no. 4 (2003): 521–45. 
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7 13 
05/12 T 
 

The Islamist Paradigm II: Abu’l Ala Maududi and Khomeini 

Maududi, Syed Abu’l Ala. “Essential Features of the Islamic Political System,” 
pp. 1–7. 
Maududi, Syed Abu’l Ala. “The Process of Islamic Revolution” (from “The 

Ideological State” onward), pp. 3–14. 

Khomeini, Ruhollah, and George Carpozi. Islamic Government. New York: 
Manor Books, 1979. (Selections) 

Supplemental Readings: 
El-Affendi, Abdelwahab. “Hassan Turabi and the Limits of Modern Islamic 
Reformism.” In The Blackwell Companion to Contemporary Islamic Thought, 

edited by Ibrahim M. Abu-Rabiʿ. Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing, 2006. 

El-Affendi, Abdelwahab. Turabi’s Revolution: Islam and Power in Sudan. 
London: Grey Seal, 1991. 

Hamidi, Muhammad al-Hashimi, and Hasan al-Turabi. The Making of an 
Islamic Political Leader: Conversations with Hasan al-Turabi. Boulder, CO: 
Westview Press, 1998. 

Khomeini, Ruhollah, and Hamid Algar. Islam and Revolution: Writings and 
Declarations. New York: Kegan Paul, 2002. 
Maududi, Syed Abu’l Ala. The Political Theory of Islam. Lahore: Ichhra, 1956. 

Maududi, Syed Abu’l Ala. Islamic Law and Constitution. Karachi: Jamaat-e-
Islami Publications, 1955. 

Maududi, Syed Abu’l Ala. A Short History of the Revivalist Movement in Islam. 

1st ed. Lahore: Islamic Publications, 1963. 
Maududi, Syed Abu’l Ala, and Mazheruddin Siddiqi. Islamic State: Political 
Writings of Maulana Sayyid Abu’l Ala Maududi. Karachi: Islamic Research 

Academy, 1986. 

Maududi, Syed Abu’l Ala. The Ethical View-Point of Islam. 2nd ed. Lahore: 
Markazi Maktaba Jamaat-e-Islami, 1953. 

Maududi, Syed Abu’l Ala. The Moral Foundations of the Islamic Movement. 
Lahore: Islamic Publications, 1976. 
Maududi, Syed Abu’l Ala, and Khurshid Ahmad. Unity of the Muslim World. 1st 

ed. Lahore: Islamic Publications, 1967. 

Maududi, Syed Abu’l Ala. Process of Islamic Revolution. Pathankot: Maktaba-
e-Jamaat-e-Islami, 1947. 

Sivan, Emmanuel. Radical Islam: Medieval Theology and Modern Politics. New 
Haven: Yale University Press, 1990. 

7  05/13 W PAPER PROPOSALS DUE 
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7 14 05/14 R 

Early Islamic Liberation Theologies 
Shariati, Ali. Religion vs. Religion. Chicago: ABC International Group, 1989, 
19–41. 

Shariati, Ali. “Reflections of a Concerned Muslim on the Plight of Oppressed 
People.” http://www.shariati.com/english/reflect/reflect1.html. 

Shariati, Ali. “The Philosophy of History: Cain and Abel.” https://www.icit-

digital.org/articles/the-philosophy-of-history-cain-and-abel (optional). 
Taha, Mahmoud Mohamed. The Second Message of Islam. Syracuse: Syracuse 
University Press, 1987, 31–47. (Optional additional reading: 132–45, 165–69.) 

Malcolm X. “The Ballot or the Bullet.” 

http://americanradioworks.publicradio.org/features/blackspeech/mx.html. 
Supplemental Readings: 

Akhavi, Shahrough. “The Dialectic in Contemporary Egyptian Social 
Thought: The Scripturalist and Modernist Discourses of Sayyid Qutb and 
Hasan Hanafi.” International Journal of Middle East Studies 29, no. 3 (1997): 

377–401. 
Hanafi, Hasan. Religious Dialogue and Revolution: Essays on Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam. Cairo: Anglo-Egyptian Bookshop, 1977. 

Hanafi, Hasan. Islam in the Modern World. Cairo: Anglo-Egyptian Bookshop, 
1995. 
Hanafi, Hasan. “The Relevance of the Islamic Alternative in Egypt.” Arab 

Studies Quarterly (1982): 54–74. 
Inayat, Hamid, and Hamid Algar. Modern Islamic Political Thought: The 
Response of the Shi‘i and Sunni Muslims to the Twentieth Century. Kuala 

Lumpur: Islamic Book Trust, 2001. 
Rahnema, Ali. An Islamic Utopian: A Political Biography of Ali Shariati. 

London: I.B. Tauris, 2000. 

Shariati, Ali. “Civilization and Modernization: Reflections on Humanity.” 
http://www.shariati.com/english/machine.html. 
Shariati, Ali, and Laleh Bakhtiar. Fatima Is Fatima. Tehran: Shariati 

Foundation, 1981. (Selections.) 

Shariati, Ali, and Farhang Rajaee. What Is to Be Done: The Enlightened 
Thinkers and an Islamic Renaissance. Houston: Institute for Research and 

Islamic Studies, 1986. (Selections.) 
Shariati, Ali. On the Sociology of Islam: Lectures. Berkeley: Mizan Press, 1979. 
(Selections.) 

Shariati, Ali. Marxism and Other Western Fallacies: An Islamic Critique. 
Berkeley: Mizan Press, 1980. (Selections.) 
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Shariati, Ali. Man and Islam: Lectures. Mashhad: University of Mashhad Press, 

1982. (Selections.) 

8 15-16 
05/19 T 
05/21 R 

 

Hermeneutics of the New Islamic Reformism 
Rahman, Fazlur. Islamic Methodology in History. Karachi: Central Institute of 
Islamic Research, 1965, 1–24. 

Rahman, Fazlur. Islam and Modernity: Transformation of an Intellectual 

Tradition. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1982, 1–11. 
Abu Zayd, Nasr Hamid. Rethinking the Qur’an: Towards a Humanistic 
Hermeneutics. Utrecht: SWP Publishing, 2004. (Selections.) 

Al-Azm, Sadiq J. Critique of Religious Thought. Berlin: Gerlach Press, 2014. 

(Selections.) 
al-Jabri, Mohammed Abed. The Formation of Arab Reason: Text, Tradition 

and the Construction of Modernity in the Arab World. New York: I.B. Tauris, 
2011. (Selections) 
Arkoun, Mohammed. Rethinking Islam: Common Questions, Uncommon 

Answers. Boulder: Westview Press, 1994. (Selections.) 
 
Supplemental Readings: 

Abu Zayd, Nasr Hamid, and Esther R. Nelson. Voice of an Exile: Reflections on 
Islam. Westport, CT: Praeger, 2004. 
Abu Zayd, Nasr Hamid. Reformation of Islamic Thought: A Critical Historical 

Analysis. Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 2006. 
Al-Azm, Sadiq J. Secularism, Fundamentalism, and the Struggle for the 
Meaning of Islam. Berlin: Gerlach Press, 2013. 

Al-Azm, Sadiq J. On Fundamentalisms. Berlin: Gerlach Press, 2014. 
al-Jabri, Mohammed Abed. Arab-Islamic Philosophy: A Contemporary 

Critique. Austin: Center for Middle Eastern Studies, University of Texas at 

Austin, 1999. 
Arkoun, Mohammed. The Unthought in Contemporary Islamic Thought. 
London: Saqi, 2002. 

Rahman, Fazlur. “Law and Ethics in Islam.” In Ethics in Islam: Ninth Giorgio 

Levi Della Vida Conference, 1983, in Honour of Fazlur Rahman, edited by 
Richard Hovannisian, 3–15. Malibu: Undena Publications, 1985. 

Rahman, Fazlur. “Maturidiya: A Happy Blend of Rationalism and 
Traditionalism.” In Reason and Tradition in Islamic Thought, edited by 
Mahmudul Haq, 88–93. Aligarh: Institute of Islamic Studies, Aligarh Muslim 

University, 1992. 
Rahman, Fazlur. “Non-Muslim Minorities in an Islamic State.” Journal of the 

Institute of Muslim Minority Affairs 7, no. 1 (1986): 13–24. 
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Rahman, Fazlur. “Riba and Interest.” Islamic Studies 3, no. 1 (1964): 1–43. 

Rahman, Fazlur. “A Recent Controversy over the Interpretation of ‘Shūrā.’” 
History of Religions 20, no. 4 (1981): 291–301. 
Rahman, Fazlur. “Some Key Ethical Concepts of the Qur’an.” Journal of 

Religious Ethics 11, no. 2 (1983): 170–85. 

Rahman, Fazlur. “The Concept of Hadd in Islamic Law.” Islamic Studies 4, no. 
3 (1965): 237–51. 

Rahman, Fazlur. “The Principle of Shura and the Role of the Ummah in 
Islam.” In State, Politics and Islam, edited by Mumtaz Ahmad, 87–96. 
Indianapolis: American Trust Publications, 1986. 

Rahman, Fazlur. “The Qur’anic Concept of God, the Universe and Man.” 

Islamic Studies 6, no. 1 (1967): 1–19. 
Rahman, Fazlur. Islam. 2nd ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1979. 

Rahman, Fazlur. Major Themes of the Qur’an. Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 2009. 
Rahman, Fazlur. Revival and Reform in Islam: A Study of Islamic 

Fundamentalism. Edited by Ebrahim Moosa. Oxford: Oneworld, 2000. 

8  05/22 F COURSE JOURNAL SECOND CHECK-IN 

8  05/22 F 5 p.m. Course withdrawal deadline |Change of grading basis deadline 

9 17-18 
05/26 T 
05/28 R 

The Emerging Democratic Discourse: The Post-

Islamist Critique  
El-Affendi, Abdelwahab. Who Needs an Islamic State? 2nd ed. London: 
Malaysia Think Tank, 2008, 153–86. 

Bayat, Asef. “The Coming of a Post-Islamist Society.” Critique: Journal for 

Critical Studies of the Middle East 5, no. 9 (1996): 43–52. 
Abou El Fadl, Khaled, Joshua Cohen, and Deborah Chasman. Islam and the 

Challenge of Democracy. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2004, 5–36.  
An-Naʿim, Abdullahi Ahmed. Islam and the Secular State: Negotiating the 

Future of Shariʿa. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2008. 

(Selections.)  
Ghannouchi, Rached, and Andrew F. March. On Muslim Democracy: Essays 
and Dialogues. New York: Oxford University Press, 2023. (Selections) 

Hallaq, Wael B. The Impossible State: Islam, Politics, and Modernity’s Moral 
Predicament. New York: Columbia University Press, 2014. (Selections) 

 

Supplemental Readings: 

https://searchworks.stanford.edu/articles/e000bna__977054/ebook-pdf/fulltext
https://searchworks.stanford.edu/articles/e000bna__977054/ebook-pdf/fulltext
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Abou El Fadl, Khaled. Rebellion and Violence in Islamic Law. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2001. 
Abou El Fadl, Khaled. Reasoning with God: Rationality and Thought in Islam. 
Oxford: Oneworld, 2002. 

Abou El Fadl, Khaled. And God Knows the Soldiers: The Authoritative and 

Authoritarian in Islamic Discourses. Lanham, MD: University Press of 
America, 2001. 

Abu-Rabiʿ, Ibrahim M. Contemporary Arab Thought: Studies in Post-1967 
Arab Intellectual History. London: Pluto Press, 2004.  
Al-Azm, Sadiq J. Is Islam Secularizable? Challenging Political and Religious 

Taboos. Berlin: Gerlach Press, 2014. 

al-Jabri, Mohammed Abed. Democracy, Human Rights and Law in Islamic 
Thought. New York: I.B. Tauris, 2008. 

Baker, Raymond William. Islam without Fear: Egypt and the New Islamists. 
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2003. 
Bayat, Asef. Islam and Democracy: What Is the Real Question? ISIM Papers 8. 

Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 2007. 
Bayat, Asef. Making Islam Democratic: Social Movements and the Post-
Islamist Turn. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2007. 

Bayat, Asef. Life as Politics: How Ordinary People Change the Middle East. 
Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2010. 

Bayat, Asef. Post-Islamism: The Many Faces of Political Islam. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 2013. 
Browers, Michaelle. Democracy and Civil Society in Arab Political Thought: 
Transcultural Possibilities. Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press, 2006. 

Donohue, John J., and John L. Esposito. Islam in Transition: Muslim 

Perspectives. 2nd ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 2007. 
Esack, Farid. “Progressive Islam—A Rose by Any Name? American Soft Power 

in the War for the Hearts and Minds of Muslims.” ReOrient 4, no. 1 (2018): 78–
106. 
Hashemi, Nader. Islam, Secularism, and Liberal Democracy: Toward a 

Democratic Theory for Muslim Societies. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

2009. 
Kassab, Elizabeth Suzanne. Contemporary Arab Thought: Cultural Critique in 

Comparative Perspective. New York: Columbia University Press, 2010. 
Khan, Muqtedar. “Islam, Democracy and Islamism after the 
Counterrevolution in Egypt.” Middle East Policy 21, no. 1 (2014): 75–85. 

Khan, Muqtedar. Islamic Democratic Discourse: Theory, Debates, and 
Philosophical Perspectives. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 2006.  
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Khatab, Sayed, and Gary D. Bouma. Democracy in Islam. London: Routledge, 

2007. 
Krämer, Gudrun. “Islamist Notions of Democracy.” Middle East Report, no. 
183 (1993): 2–8. 

Kurzman, Charles. “Liberal Islam: Prospects and Challenges.” Middle East 

Review of International Affairs 3, no. 3 (1999): 11–19. 
Kurzman, Charles, ed. Liberal Islam: A Sourcebook. New York: Oxford 

University Press, 1998.  
Mahmood, Saba. “Is Liberalism Islam’s Only Answer?” In Islam and the 
Challenge of Democracy, 74–80. 

Mernissi, Fatima. Islam and Democracy: Fear of the Modern World. New York: 

Basic Books, 2002. 
Moosa, Ebrahim. “Islamic Reform or Designer Fundamentalism?” 

Georgetown Journal of International Affairs 7, no. 1 (2006): 139–44. 
Roy, Olivier. “Le Post-Islamisme.” Revue du monde musulman et de la 
Méditerranée 85, no. 1 (1999): 11–30. 

Roy, Olivier. The Failure of Political Islam. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University 
Press, 1994. 
Roy, Olivier. Globalized Islam: The Search for a New Ummah. New York: 

Columbia University Press, 2004. 
Sachedina, Abdulaziz Abdulhussein. “The Creation of a Just Social Order in 

Islam.” In State, Politics and Islam, edited by Mumtaz Ahmad, 115–32. 

Indianapolis: American Trust Publications, 1986. 
Sachedina, Abdulaziz Abdulhussein. Islam and the Challenge of Human 
Rights. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009. 

10 19 06/02 T 

The New Muslim Feminist Discourse 
Mernissi, Fatima. “The Jariya and the Caliph: Thoughts on the Place of 

Women in Muslim Political Memory.” In Women’s Rebellion and Islamic 
Memory, 77–90. London: Zed Books, 1996. 
Mernissi, Fatima. “The Hijab Descends on Medina.” In The Veil and the Male 

Elite: A Feminist Interpretation of Women’s Rights in Islam, 180–95. New York: 

Basic Books, 1991. 
Ali, Kecia. Sexual Ethics and Islam: Feminist Reflections on Qur’an, Hadith, 

and Jurisprudence. Oxford: Oneworld Publications, 2015, 135–57. 
 
Supplemental Readings. 

El Saadawi, Nawal. 1998. The Nawal el Saadawi reader. London: Zed Books.  
El Saadawi, Nawal. 2015. Woman at Point Zero. London: Zed Books. 
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Mernissi, Fatima. Women and Islam: An Historical and Theological Enquiry. 

Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1991.  
Wadud, Amina. Inside the Gender Jihad: Women’s Reform in Islam. Oxford: 
Oneworld Publications, 2013. 

Wadud, Amina. Qur’an and Woman: Rereading the Sacred Text from a 

Woman’s Perspective. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999. 

  06/03 W 
Last day of classes. | Last opportunity to arrange Incomplete in a course, at 

last class. 

  06/10 W FINAL PAPERS DUE BY 11:59 p.m. on Wednesday, June 10  

   

Other Supplementary Materials to 

Consult 
Abdel-Malek, Anouar. Contemporary Arab Political Thought. London: Zed 
Books, 1983. 
Akhtar, Shabbir. The Final Imperative: An Islamic Theology of Liberation. 

London: Bellew Publishing, 1991.  
An-Naʿim, Abdullahi Ahmed. Muslims and Global Justice. Philadelphia: 
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2011.  

Belkeziz, Abdelilah. The State in Contemporary Islamic Thought: A Historical 
Survey of the Major Muslim Political Thinkers of the Modern Era. New York: 

I.B. Tauris, 2009. 
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